
Features of a Newspaper

Discuss this headline with your 
partner using the checklist to help 
you decide which techniques have 
been used.

Look at the Features of a 
Newspaper Report Activity Sheet.



Features of a Newspaper

What features did you find?

Did you notice that although 
newspaper reports are mostly in the 
past tense that some parts are not? 

For example, the caption 
underneath the photograph is often 
written in the present tense and the 
concluding paragraph often 
incorporates the present tense and 
the future tense to say what might 
happen next.



5 Ws

All newspaper reports start with an 
introduction.

These introductions should provide 
the reader with all the key 
information about the story.

We say that 5 Ws are answered in 
an opening paragraph in 
newspaper reports.

Which questions words beginning 
with ‘W’ do you think need to be 
answered in the first paragraph?



Yesterday, Tim Peake tried to call home from the 
International Space Station (ISS) but 
accidentally dialled the wrong number due to a 
technical blunder.

5 Ws

Can you identify the 5 Ws in the introduction of the 
newspaper report that we have been analysing? 



5 Ws
Let's turn these facts into an introductory paragraph. Can you say aloud 
an opening paragraph with your partner?

American Astronauts

Yesterday, American astronauts launched an exploration probe from 
Texas, USA, in the hope that they might find out more information about 
the mysterious planet, Mars. 

Who?

Sent a shuttle to MarsWhat?

YesterdayWhen?

Texas, USAWhere?

Find out more about MarsWhy?



Name the Features

Today we have explored the features of newspaper 
reports, looked at effective headlines and examined 
what is meant by the 5 Ws.

Can you list the features you would expect to 
find in a newspaper report? 

Jot down your ideas on your whiteboard. 



Name the Features

How many of these features did you manage to list?

A newspaper report should:

 include the name of the newspaper;

 include a headline that uses pun, rhyme or alliteration;

 include a sub-headline which gives a bit more information;

 include a ‘byline’ (the writer’s name);

 include an introductory paragraph that includes the 5 Ws;

 include pictures with captions;

 include a commentary of the main events;

 write in third person and past tense;

 include direct and reported speech;

 include a conclusion paragraph to explain what might happen next.


